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Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council. 


CAERPHILLY \ 

May , 1926. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council . 

Gentlemen, 

The  duty  has  again  devolved  upon  me  to  submit 
for  vour  consideration  the  Annual  Report  for  the  vear 
1925. 

General  Statistics. 

Area,  14,000  acres. 

Population  for  Census  year  1921,  37,830. 

The  estimated  Population  as  furnished  by  the 
Registrar  General  is  40,530  (1925). 

The  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1921  was  6,687. 

The  number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers6,996. 

The  Rateable  Value  (1925)  £183,185. 

The  sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  £560. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  natural  area  may  be  stated  to  be  bisected  by 
a range  of  mountains  which  run  from  the  N.W.  to  the 
S.E.,  the  portion  in  the  West  being  in  the  TafT  Valley 
and  that  to  the  East  in  the  Rhymney  Valley.  In  these 
valleys  are  little  townships  which  have  sprung  up 
around  collieries,  which  give  employment  to  several 
thousands  of  men  and  boys.  Formerly  the  inhabitants 
relied  on  agricultural  pursuits,  with  an  occasional 
flannel  factory  and  flour  mills  dotted  here  and  there. 
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The  development  of  the  collieries  has  caused 
hundreds  of  houses  to  be  built  by  private  enterprise, 
colliery  companies  and  speculative  builders,  and  bv 
yourselves  as  an  Authority.  In  spite  of  this  there  is 
still  a great  dearth  of  houses,  and  it  has  been  my 
unfortunate  experience  on  many  an  occasion  to  advert 
to  this  pressing  need.  This  eventually  led  you  to 
build  some  bungalows  in  Lawrence  Street,  Caerphiilv, 
which  has,  I am  glad  to  say,  done  away  with  those 
wooden  structures,  wigwams,  vans,  and  other  make- 
shift buildings  which  served  the  purpose  of  the 
occupiers  as  shelters  on  the  Rhos.  None  of  these  had 
a proper  water  supply,  nor  closet  accommodation,  and 
Providence  dealt  very  mercifully  with  us  in  not  sending 
us  some  pestilence  for  allowing  such  a state  of  things 
to  exist.  The  erection  of  some  246  houses  on  The 
Grange  at  Tregenydd  is  certainly  to  your  credit,  and 
am  glad  to  note  that  some  50  additional  ones  are  to  be 
erected  there.  Also  at  Pwllvpant  you  purpose  putting 
up  some  50  additional  houses. 

At  TafFs  Well  and  Tongwvnlais  you  have  during 
the  past  few  years  built  several  houses.  At  Nelson  also 
some  additional  houses  have  been  put  up. 

In  connection  with  these  schemes,  I must  not 
forget  to  mention  the  eminent  services  rendered  by 
Councillor  William  Morgan,  the  Chairman  of  the 
H ousing  Committee,  who  has  worked  hard  to  remove 
a stigma  that  has  rested  on  our  shoulders  for  some 
time. 


Nantgarw. — This  is  an  old  village,  and  the 
condition  of  its  tenements  is  really  a disgrace.  It 
should  be  classified  as  an  unhealthy  area,  and  no  good 
will  be  effected  until  several  of  the  older  houses  are 
knocked  down,  and  replaced  by  a better  type.  With 
the  road  improvement  that  is  to  be  made  advantage 
should  be  taken  to  remodel  the  place  entirely. 
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It  formerly  had  a reputation  for  its  celebrated 
china,  but  now  its  reputation  is  certainly  not  creditable 
to  us  as  an  Authority,  charged  with  the  welfare  of  its 
inhabitants. 

With  industrial  peace  and  prosperity,  there  is  no 
reason  that  many  black  spots  in  our  area  should  not 
be  transformed  into  ones  of  beauty. 


Water  Supply. 

Little  has  been  done,  unfortunately,  in  this  matter 
to  augment  our  water  supply.  Were  it  not  for  the  war 
we  should  to-day  have  as  good  a supply  as  any  in  the 
kingdom,  but  this  catastrophe  has  seriously  militated 
against  many  improvements. 

This,  the  most  important  of  all,  still  seriously 
interferes  with  building  operations  and  developments. 
Still,  the  Water  Board,  of  which  you  are  one  of  the 
constituent  Authorities,  is  doing  its  best. 


Sewerage. 

Fortunately,  as  a Council  you  have  had  the 
courage  and  foresight  to  see  that  our  area  is  properly 
sewered.  There  is  a difficulty,  I understand,  in  not  yet 
being  able  to  join  the  main  sewer  near  our  Sewage  Farm 
on  account  of  excessive  surface  water  getting  into  our 
sewers.  This  will  mean  some  delay  before  this  is 
completed. 

Scavenging. 

The  motor  lorry  which  is  now  used  for  scavenging 
is  certainly  a more  expeditious  way  of  collecting  the 
refuse.  Our  Inspectors  will  have  more  to  say  on  the 
subject  in  their  Reports. 
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Food  Inspection 

This  is  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  our  Inspectors, 
and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  following  were 
condemned  : — 

987  lbs.  Beef. 

13  Tins  Corned  Beef. 

45  Tins  Tomatoes. 

6 Tins  Sardines. 

18  Tins  Salmon. 

10  Tins  Tongue. 

42  lbs.  Haddock. 

40  Tins  Condensed  Milk. 

15  Tins  Pears. 

4 Tins  Raspberries. 

20  Boxes  Lemons.  , 

7 Tins  Loganberrfes. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Schemes. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  (6  in 
number)  are  now  firmly  established.  They  are  well 
attended,  and  prove  to  be  of  great  value  in  the 
upbringing  of  little  ones  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the 
mothers. 


Tuberculosis. 

Unfortunately  this  dread  disease  appears  to  be  on 
the  increase  in  our  area.  Possibly  this  may  be  due  to 
to  the  greater  care  exercised  by  medical  practitioners 
in  notifying.  All  cases  notified  are  reported  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Tuberculosis  Physician 
who  deals  with  them  as  he  deems  fit. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Cases  of  the  above  are  advised  to  visit  the 
Venereal  Clinic  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Cardiff,  or  the 
Clinic  for  Discharged  Army  Men  at  Pontypridd. 


Isolation  Hospitals. 

We  have  not  during  the  past  5 years  made  any 
additions  to  your  Isolation  Hospital  at  Energlvn.  It 
has  been  a great  boon  to  our  district,  and  I believe 
many  cases  have  recovered  which  would  not  otherwise 
have  done  so  were  they  treated  at  their  own  homes. 

The  Small  Pox  Hospital,  conveniently  situated 
on  Mvnvdd  Mayo  Mountain,  is  now  run  jointly  by  the 
Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council  and  ourselves.  It 
has  been  enlarged  considerably  but  is  not  yet  complete. 
Fortunately  it  has  not  been  called  into  requisition  since 
1903,  although  with  the  outbreak  of  Small  Pox  in  the 
various  Counties  of  the  North  of  England  and  Derby- 
shire it  was  deemed  advisable  to  be  prepared  for  any 
contingency  that  might  arise. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  Births  registered  during  the 
year  was  1032,  viz.  : — 

Males.  Females. 

Legitimate  - 509  502  — 1011 

Illegitimate  12  9 = 21 


1032 

These  give  a Birth  Rate  of  25.5  per  1,000,  as 
compared  with  27.2  per  1,000  for  the  year  1924.  The 
number  of  Births  registered  is  32  less  than  that  of 
1924, 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  recorded  was  473. 

Males.  Females. 

273  200  = 


473 
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These  give  a Death  Rate  of  11.5  per  1,000,  as 
compared  with  11.3  for  1924,  or  a corrected  Death 
Rate  of  12.9.  The  deaths  amount  to  16  more  than  for 
1924. 

The  number  of  women  dying  during  or  as  the 
result  of  Child  Birth  was  4,  viz.  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  - - 1 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Pregnancy 

and  Parturition  - - 3 

Total  - 4 


These  are  a decrease  of  3 as  compared  with  those 
occurring  in  1924. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  Infants  dying  under  one  year  of 
age  was  109. 

Legitimate  — Males 

Females 

Illegitimate — Males 

Females 


Total  - 109 


£ ) ■« 
2 j 3 


The  Infantile  Mortality  was  for  Legitimate  Births 
114.8,  and  for  the  Illegitimate  Births  142.8  per  1,000 
respectively.  The  total  Infantile  Mortality  is  105.6, 
as  compared  with  90.9  for  1924. 

This  is  very  disappointing,  and  under  the  headings 
“Congenital  Debility  and  Premature  Births  ” alone 
49  deaths  are  recorded.  Personally,  I am  inclined  to 
believe  that  many  of  these  are  due  to  methods  being 
adopted  to  produce  premature  confinements.  There 
is  one  particular  district  in  our  area  where  one  notices 
few  births  are  recorded,  and  it  is  only  occasionally 
that  a notification  of  birth  is  received. 
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Zymotic  Death  Rate. 


The  Deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
were  41  in  number. 


These  give  a Death  Rate  of  1.02,  as  compared 
with  .65  for  the  year  1924. 

Measles  was  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  and  first  of  all  broke  out  in  Llanbradach, 
subsequently  spreading  to  Caerphilly,  Nelson,  Sen- 
ghenvdd  and  TafFs  Well. 

Influenza  was  not  nearly  so  rife  as  in  the  previous 
year,  neither  were  the  deaths  so  numerous,  9 being 
recorded  instead  of  61  in  the  year  1924. 

Bronchitis.  There  are  29  deaths  attributed  to 
this  disease,  and  12  more  than  for  the  preceding  year. 

Cancer.  26  deaths  are  claimed  as  victims  to  this 
dread  disease.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  science  will 
discover  shortly  some  method  of  staving  off  this 
distressing  and  most  painful  scourge.  Fortunately 
there  are  4 less  deaths  than  for  the  previous  year. 

Heart  Disease.  There  were  46  deaths  resulting 
from  this  disease.  Undoubtedly  the  excessive  strain 
and  worry  which  mankind  has  to  undergo  at  the 
present  day  is  largely  responsible  for  the  increased 
number  of  deaths  (the  number  for  1924  being  35). 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough  - 
Diarrhoea  (under  2)  - 
Measles  - 


4 

9 

9 

18 


Total 


41 
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Tuberculosis.  There  were  39  deaths  under 
Tuberculosis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases.  It  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  there  is  a diminution  of  6 in  the 
number  of  deaths. 


Below 

is  a 

summary  of 

the 

cases 

notified 

during 

the  year.. 

There  were  88  in  number 

(an  increase 

of 

23  over  1924). 

NEW 

Aged  Periods.  Pulmonary. 

CASES. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

DEATHS. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

5 

0 

0 

5 

5 

1 

0 

1 

1 

10 

0 

2 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

15 

4 

6 

1 

3 

5 

3 

0 

1 

20 

1 

9 

2 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

25 

3 

12 

2 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

35 

7 

8 

0 

0 

4 

5 

0 

0 

45 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

55 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

65  & over  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals....  17  40  14  17  15  14  5 5 


Forms  T1  Wales  are  serving  an  useful  purpose. 
I am  grateful  to  the  Health  Visitors  who  get  these 
Forms  filled  up,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  condition  of  the  homes  where  the  patients  live. 
Should  any  sanitary  defect  be  observed  they  report 
to  me  and  the  Inspector  visits  the  house. 

The  Forms  above  referred  to  when  completed  are 
sent  to  Dr.  Hiley,  the  Tuberculosis  Physician. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

10  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year,  making  2 less  than  for  1924.  The  Health 
Visitors  are  instructed  to  visit  each  case,  and  if  a 
severe  one,  to  visit  daily,  and  to  see  that  the  necessary 
treatment  is  carried  out. 
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No  case  of  Total  Blindness  or  Death  resulted*:" 


1925 

Cases 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

Date  of 

Treated 

Unim- 

Im- 

Blind- 

Deaths. 

Notification. 

at  Home. 

paired. 

paired. 

ness  . 

May 

18 

- Yes 

- Yes 

- No 

- 0 

- 0 

June 

1 

» » 

i » 

- 0 

- 0 

y 1 

1 

,, 

,, 

y y 

- 0 

- 0 

t t 

5 

,, 

y y 

- 0 

- 0 

1 y 

20 

, , 

y y 

- 0 

- 0 

20 

,, 

,, 

f , 

- 0 

- 0 

July 

4 

, , 

, , 

y y 

- 0 

- 0 

October 

8 

_ % , 

- n 

- 0 

- 0 

December  7 

\ , 

y y 

- 0 

- 0 

% 1 

18 

,, 

,, 

i y 

- 0 

- 0 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. 

During  the  year  445  Notifications  of  Infectious 
Diseases  were  received  by  me. 

For  the  purposes  of  comparison  they  are  tabulated 
under  their  respective  Wards  : — 


Caerphilly  South  Ward — 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  19 

Diphtheria  ...  6 

Enteric  Pever  ....  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  6 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ....  3 

Erysipelas  ....  1 

Pneumonia  ....  9 


Total  45 


Caerphilly  North  Ward — 

Scarlet  Fever  20 

Diphtheria  ....  13 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  9 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ....  2 

Erysipelas  ....  4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ....  1 

Pneumonia  ....  26 


Total  75 
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Abertridwr  Ward — 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  23 

Diphtheria  ....  28 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  7 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ....  8 

Pneumonia,  ....  10 


Total  76 


Senghenydd  Ward — 

Scarlet  Fever  13 

Diphtheria  ....  7 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  11 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ....  4 

Erysipelas  ....  4 

Pneumonia  ....  7 


Total  46 


Ystrad  Mynach  Ward— 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  40 

Diphtheria  ....  15 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  12 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  :...  9 

Erysipelas  ....  5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ....  6 

Pneumonia  ....  49 


Total  136 


Nelson  Ward — 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  26 

Diphtheria  ....  9 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  8 

Erysipelas  ....  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ....  2 

Pneumonia  ....  8 


Total 


54 


11 


Taff’s  Well  Ward — 


Scarlet  Fever  ....  5 

Diphtheria  ....  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  4 

Erysipelas  ....  2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 


Total  13 


Scarlet  Fever. — It  will  be  at  once  apparent  from 
these  statistics  that  Scarlet  Fever  was  the  most 
prevalent  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  in  our  area 
during-  the  year,  146  cases  were  notified  and  126  of 
these  were  removed  for  treatment  at  our  Hospital. 
One  of  these  terminated  fatally. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  79  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified,  and  69  of  these  were  removed  to  the  Hospital. 
3 deaths  resulted,  giving  a death  rate  of  4.3  per 
cent. 


I would  here  like  to  mention  that  the  assiduous 
care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Matron  and  Staff 
materially  assisted  me  in  the  sometimes  arduous  duties 
devolving  upon  me. 

Pneumonia. — There  were  some  110  cases  notified, 
and  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  Ystrad  Mynach  Ward  it 
appeared  to  be  more  prevalent.  The  Health  Visitors, 
as  in  the  cases  of  Measles,  frequently  visited  the  cases 
of  Pneumonia,  and  rendered  valuable  services. 


Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by 
Local  Authority. 

( a ).  Tuberculosis. — There  is  no  Hospital  in  our 
area,  and  the  Tuberculosis  Physician  (Dr.  Hiley) 
removes  cases  which  he  deems  fit  either  to  Gian  Ely 
Hospital  or  other  Sanatoria  in  the  Principality. 
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(b) .  Maternity. — As  an  Authority  we  have  no 
Hospital  in  our  area.  Unfortunately,  last  year  ajoint 
scheme  for  various  Authorities  fell  through,  but  now 
the  subject  has  again  been  revived,  and  possibly  a 
scheme  may  be  drafted  in  conjunction  with  the 
Gellygaer  Council.  Bad  cases  are  sent  to  the 
Maternity  Home  connected  with  the  Cardiff  Royal 
I n firmary. 

(c) \  Children. — There  is  no  Hospital  for  children 
in  our  area.  Some  months  ago  a suggestion  was  made 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer  to  take  in  School 
Children  suffering  from  Adenoids  and  Enlarged  Tonsils 
into  the  Van  Hospital  where  they  could  be  operated 
upon  and  detained  for  a day  or  two.  Whether  this 
will  mature  I don’t  know,  but  certainly  it  is  a scheme 
well  worth  considering. 

(d) .  Fever. — Our  Isolation  Hospital  continues  to 
carry  on  its  goo  1 work.  We  have  42  beds  in  3 blocks 
or  partitions,  one  for  Enteric,  one  for  Diphtheria,  and 
one  for  Scarlet  Fever.  During  the  past  5 years  801 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  542  Diphtheria,  and  6 cases  of 
Enteric  have  been  treated  there. 

(e) .  Small  Pox.— This  is  run  jointly  with  the 
Pontypridd  Urban  District,  and,  as  previously 
mentioned,  is  not  quite  complete. 

Miners’  Hospital. 

Since  its  opening  this  Hospital  has  met  a greatly 
felt  want,  and  I must  say  that  a magnificent  building 
has  been  erected  and  equipped,  and  the  Matron  and 
Staff  are  most  unselfish  in  performing  their  duties  and 
making  the  lot  of  those  entrusted  to  their  care  a happy 
and  comfortable  one. 

The  Visiting  Surgeons  attend  from  Cardiff,  ready 
for  any  emergency,  and  the  patients  have  the  right  of 
being  looked  after  by  their  own  medical  men. 
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A scheme  has  been  prepared  to  enlarge  this 
building,  and  providing  beds  for  female  patients  and 
children. 

The  Miners  and  Colliery  Owners  are  to  be  heartily 
congratulated  on  their  splendid  efforts,  and  it  is  only 
another  instance  that  where  Capital  and  Labour  work 
so  harmoniously  together  great  results  may  follow. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Un-married  Mothers 
and  Homeless  Children. 

No  provision  is  made  under  these  headings.  The 
Pontypridd  Cottage  Homes  and  Workhouse  Infirmary 
and  the  Llwynvpia  Homes  do  good  work  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  some  children 
have  found  a “haven  of  rest”  in  Dr.  Barnardo’s  Homes. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  motor  ambulance  belonging  to  our  Hospital 
fulfils  a need,  and  a much  quicker  means  of  transfer 
results. 

Accident  Cases.  --The  several  Collieries  have 
now  their  own  Ambulances,  and  a great  improvement 
is  to  be  seen  nowadays  as  compared  with  that  of 
former  days,  when  a poor  patient  was  transported 
home  in  a cart  or  broken  down  waggonette. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

There  are  now  6 centres  in  the  area.  They  are 
very  well  attended  on  the  whole,  and  mothers  appear 
to  be  eager  in  taking  the  advice  given  them.  It  is 
certainly  to  be  noticed  that  there  is  a decided  improve- 
ment in  the  appearances  of  the  children  attending  the 
centres.  A Doctor  is  in  attendance,  supported  by  the 
Health  Visitors  and  a Committee  of  local  ladies.  The 
Chairman  is  Councillor  E.  S.  Williams,  J.P.,  supported 
by  other  Councillors  and  co-opted  ladies.  To  these  I 
would  wish  to  tender  my  best  thanks  for  gratuitous 
services  rendered. 
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The  Centres  are  held  at  the  undermentioned  places 
and  hours  : — 

CAERPHILLY— 

At  Van  Road  Congregational  Church,  on  the  1st  Thursday  in 
each  month,  2.30-4.30  p.m. 

ABERTRIDWR — 

At  the  Baptist  Chapel,  Cross  Street,  on  the  3rd  Thursday  in 
each  month,  2.30-4.30  p.m. 

SENGHENYDD— 

At  the  Library,  on  the  4th  Thursday  in  each  month,  2.30-4.30 

p.m. 

LLANBRADACH— 

At  All  Saints’  Institute,  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  2.30-4.30. 

NELSON— 

At  the  Primitive  Methodist  Chapel,  on  the  1st  Tuesday  in 
each  month,  2.30-4.30  p.  m. 

TAFF’S  WELL— 

At  Glanyllyn  Public  Hall,  on  the  3rd  Tuesday  in  each  month, 
2.30-4.30  p.m. 

Day  Nurseries. — There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in 
our  area. 

School  Clinics. — These  are  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  County  Council,  aided  bv  an  efficient 
staff  of  Doctors  and  Nurses. 

Tuberculosis,  Dispensaries  and  Visiting 
Stations. 

We  have  one  Visiting  Station  at  35  Bartlett  Street, 
Caerphilly,  which  Dr.  Hiley  attends  weekly  on 
Wednesdays.  Here  the  patients  who  are  able  to 
consult  him  come  to  receive  the  treatment  most 
beneficial  for  their  treatment.  There  are  many 
patients  who  come  to  this  centre,  and  in  the  event  of 
their  being  unable  to  undertake  the  journey  they  are 
visited  at  their  own  homes. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  Local  Authority. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  a part  time  official  and  has  no 
assistance  in  the  way  of  an  assistant.  There  are  two 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  holding  the  necessary  Certificates, 
who  perform  their  duties  efficiently,  and  also  three 
Health  Visitors  (Certificated)  who  do  their  work  very 
satisfactorily. 

At  our  Isolation  Hospital  we  are  very  fortunate  as 
regards  our  Matron  and  Staff,  who  work  very  har- 
moniously together  and  do  their  work  very  well. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

General. — You,  as  an  Authority,  do  not  employ 
any  Nurse  for  general  work.  Our  Health  Visitors,  in 
the  case  of  an  outbreak  of  Measles  or  Pnemonia, 
visit  cases  and  assist  in  the  nursing.  The  workmen  at 
the  various  Coilieries  subscribe  towards  the  cost  of 
maintaining  Nurses  to  look  after  themselves  and  their 
dependants,  and  they  render  good  service. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Any  case  of  Infectious  Disease  where  complete 
isolation  cannot  be  carried  out  satisfactorily  is  removed 
as  quickly  as  possible  to  our  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
Inspector  is  instructed  to  at  once  after  their  removal 
to  the  Hospital  disinfect  the  premises. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  during  the  past  5 years  been  by 
far  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease  in  our  area. 
Slight  cases  (indeed  so  slight  as  not  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  parents)  have  come  to  my  knowledge 
and  on  several  occasions  the  patient  may  be  desquam- 
ating and  attending  schools.  Thus  the  disease  spreads 
and  one  has  a sudden  epidemic  to  contend  with,  e.g . at 
N antgarw. 
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Diphtheria  is  another  Infectious  Disease  that 
has  been  prevalent.  To  expedite  the  treatment  the 
various  practitioners  in  our  area  have  a supply  of 
Antitoxin  provided  them  gratuitously,  so  that  they 
may  give  them  an  injection  before  admission  to  the 
Hospital.  The  initial  dose  is  8,000  units,  and  often 
16,000  units  are  used  at  the  outset.  In  very  severe 
cases  48,000  to  64,000  have  had  to  be  given  before  the 
disease  shows  any  signs  of  improvement. 

Encephalitis  Lithargica. — Only  one  case  has 
been  notified  during  the  past  5 years.  This  occurred 
in  1923  in  the  Ystrad  Mynach  Ward. 

Diseases  Notifiable  under  Regulations 
January  7th,  1919. 

Pneumonia  was  made  a Notifiable  Disease,  but 
this  only  applies  to  Lobar  Pneumonia  and  not 
Broncho-Pneumonia  which  is  often  a fatal  concomitant 
in  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

No  case  of  Malaria,  Dysentery  or  Trench  Fever 
was  notified  during  the  year  1920-1925. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Specimens. 

These  are  sent  to  the  Cardiff  and  County  Labor- 
atory, 4,  The  Parade,  Cardiff. 

Samples  are  frequently  sent  for  examination, 
especially  of  water,  and  I regret  to  state  that  they  are 
sometimes  not  satisfactory,  especially  as  regards  the 
B.  coli  content.  This  will  l fear  be  the  case  until  we 
have  our  Reservoir  complete  at  Taf  Fechan. 

All  cases  of  Diphtheria  treated  at  the  Hospital 
have  swabs  taken  and  sent  away  for  Bacteriological  « 
examination,  These  patients  are  not  ever  discharged 
unless  the  results  are  negative,  and  I would  wish  to 
thank  the  Bacterioligist,  Dr.  Parry  Morgan,  for  the 
prompt  manner  he  deals  with  them. 


Non-Notifiable  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

Influenza  is  the  most  prevalent  disease  under  this 
heading.  It  appears  to  be  now  a perennial  complaint, 
and  although  not  so  virulent  a type  during  1925  we 
had  9 deaths  recorded. 

Measles  broke  out  (as  previously  mentioned)  in 
several  Wards,  and  18  deaths  were  attributable  to  it. 

Anthrax  and  Rabies. — No  cases  have  been 
recorded  during  the  past  5 years  in  our  area. 

Although  Cancer  does  not  come  under  this  head- 
ing, I regret  to  state  that  26  deaths  resulted  from  it. 

Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of  Verminous 
Persons. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  to  carry  out  orders 
under  the  above  heading. 


Disinfection  of  Premises  and  Articles  exposed 
to  Infection. 

Our  Sanitary  Inspectors  carry  out  these  duties 
satisfactorily,  and  in  some  instances  beds  and  bedding 
have  been  removed  to  the  Hospital  to  be  placed  in  the 
Disinfector.  In  some  instances  they  have  been 
destroyed,  as  the  soiling  was  so  bad  that  I regarded  it 
risky  to  deal  with  them  otherwise.  The  owners  were 
compensated  for  the  loss. 

Notifiable  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis, 
during  1925. 

Cases  Admit- 

Disease.  Noti-  Ages.  ted  to  Total  Ages, 

fied.  Hospital  Deaths 

Small  Pox  ....  0 0 0 0 0 


Scarlet  Fever  146 


under  1 year — 2 

1 year — 4 

2 years — 1 1 

— 9 
—23 

— 61 
—22 
— 6 


3 

4 

5 

10 

15 


over  20 


8 


126 


5 years — 1 
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Cases  Adinit- 

Disease.  Noti-  Ag-es.  ted  to  Total  Ages, 

fied.  Hospital  Deaths 

Diphtheria....  79  underlyear — 1 69  4 underlyear — 1 

1 year — 2 


2 

years — 10 

3 

„ - 6 

3 years — 2 

4 

,,  “12 

5 

„ -19 

P it  1 

10 

„ -17 

15 

„ — 4 

20 

— 5 

35 

„ - 1 

45 

„ - 2 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

5 

years — 1 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  

1 

20 

years — 1 

0 

1 

20 

years — f 

Ophthalmia 

10 

all  under 

0 

0 

0 

Neonatorum 

10  days 

Erysipelas  

17 

2 

years — 1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

„ — 1 

15 

,,  — 1 

20 

— 2 

35 

„ — 2 

45 

„ — 8 

95 

„ — 2 

Pneumonia  .... 

110 

unde 

:r  1 year  — 17 

0 

55 

under  1 year — 17 

1 

year — 21 

1 

year — 10 

2 

years — 1 1 

2 

„ — 7 

3 

„ - 7 

3 

,,  — 4 

4 

- 5 

4 

— 2 

5 

-22 

5 

„ — 1 

10 

— 4 

10 

„ — 1 

15 

„ - 2 

20 

— 5 

20 

„ — 1 

35 

„ -io 

35 

,,  — 3 

45 

„ - 4 

45 

„ — 7 

65 

„ - 2 

65 

„ — 2 

I should  have  mentioned  that  the  case  of  Enteric 
Fever  which  occurred  in  our  area  must  have  been 
contracted  in  Hereford.  The  mother  of  the  patient 
died  from  the  disease,  and  the  little  girl  after  this  went 
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home  for  a few  days,  returning-  to  her  grandparents. 
She  appeared  to  be  suffering-  from  malaise  headache 
and  diarrhoea  with  a continued  temperature.  This 
persisted  for  a week,  and  there  being-  no  improvement 
a consultation  took  place  between  her  medical  attend- 
ant and  a consultant,  who  confirmed  the  opinion  of  her 
attendant.  She  was  then  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  where  she  was  detained  for  several  weeks, 
hovering-  between  life  and  death  for  many  days,  but 
eventually  got  better.  No  other  cases  occurred  in  the 
house. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death  during  1925. 


Males . Females. 


Measles 

11 

7 

Whooping*  Cough 

5 

4 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

1 

Influenza 

4 

5 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

17 

22 

Cancer 

12 

14 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

3 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

CerebJal  Haemorrhage 

10 

11 

Heart  Disease 

26 

20 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

4 

0 

Bronchitis 

20 

9 

Pneumonia 

34 

21 

Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

3 

1 

Diarrhoea 

5 

4 

Appendicitis 

3 

1 

Nephritis 

9 

9 

Puerperal  Fever 

6 

1 

< )ther  Accidents  Diseases  of  Pregn 

ancy 

0 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation 
Premature  Birth 

and 

29 

20 

Suicide 

3 

1 

Deaths  from  Violence 

17 

3 

Other  defined  Diseases 

52 

35 

20 


Deaths  of  Residents  Outside  our  Area. 


Males. 

Females. 

Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary  ...  . . 

14 

12 

Ty  Pontypridd  ... 

16 

3 

23  Pritchard  Terrace,  New  Tredegar  ... 

1 

0 

Maternity  Home,  Glossop  Terrace 

2* 

st 

Royal  Gwent  ... 

0 

2 

Gian  Ely 

1 

0 

Bedwas  Colliery 

1 

0 

Uwynypia  Homes 

6 

2 

Queen  Street,  Pant 

1 

0 

Glamorgan  County  Asylum 

1 

2 

Mardy  Hospital 

0 

1 

Van  Road  Red  Cross  Hospital 

1 

1 

West  House,  Bridgend 

0 

1 

30a  Cowbridge  Road,  Cardiff 

1 

0 

Talgarth  Asylum 

1 

0 

In  Van  Road 

0 

1 

The  Beeches 

1 

0 

225  Lower  High  Street,  Dowlais 

0 

1 

10  Oakfield  Grove  Nursing  Home, Bristol 

* 2 Babies.  t 3 Babies. 

0 

1 

Midwives. 

There  are  23  trained  and  2 untrained  Midwives 
practising  in  our  area,  an  they  carry  out  their  duties  in 
a capable  and  highly  commendable  manner. 


Housing 

I should  not  forget  to  mention  that  at  Ilan  Road, 
Abertridwr,  48  one-storey  dwellings  are  about  to  be 
erected;  also  36  houses  for  the  P.D.  Co’s.  Officials 
near  the  Colliery  ; and  also  100  on  Graig-y-Fedw  site. 
58  houses  also  are  in  the  course  of  erection  on  the 
Watford  site  by  the  G.  W.  Railway,  as  a first  instal- 
ment of  their  scheme.  At  Nantgarw  also  48  dwellings 
are  awaiting  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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I cannot  but  refrain  from  congratulating  you  as 
an  Authority  on  the  magnificent  block  of  buildings 
which  you  have  erected  as  our  new  Council  Offices, 
and  which  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Architect  and 
Builder,  and  I would  in  conclusion  once  more  tender 
you  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  uniform  courtesy  and 
kindness  extended  at  all  times  to  me  in  my  endeavours 
to  further  the  health  and  welfare  of  our  inhabitants. 

My  fervent  hope  and  prayer  is  that  prosperity  and 
peace  may  once  more  flourish  in  our  midst,  and  that 
one  and  all  may  think  it  their  duty  to  bring  this 
about. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  W.  THOMAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Appended  to  this  are  the  Sanitary  Inspector  s 
Reports . 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


Number  of  Houses  occupied  December  31st,  1925  ....  7130 

,,  with  Closets  provided  with  Flush  Tanks  6344 

,,  with  Hand  Flushing1  Closets  ....  631 

,,  with  Privies  ....  ....  155 


Notices  Served  under  Public  Health  Acts  and  Bye-Laws. 


Choked  and  Defective  Drainage 

Dilapidated  Back  Yards 

Defective  Troughing  and  Downpipes 


236 

124 

251 
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Other  Nuisances  — 

Defective  Roofs  ....  167 

Defective  Floors  ....  129 

Defective  Flush  Tanks  ....  ....  182 

Dilapidated  Closet  Accommodation  23 

Defective  Walls  ....  ....  12 

Defective  Windows  & without  Cords  & Fasteners  167 

Burst  Water  Supply  Pipes  ....  38 

Defective  Ventilating  and  Fresh  Air  Inlet  Shafts  39 

Receptacles  for  Manure  ....  3 

Pans  and  Syphons  fixed  in  Closets  42 

Defective  Inspection  Chambers  ....  6 

Defective  Ceilings  ....  ....  24 

Defective  Steps  leading  from  Backyards  to  Gardens  14 

Defective  Doors  and  Staircases  ....  17 

Decayed  Plastering  on  Walls  ....  37 


Number  of  Tents,  Vans  and  similar  Structures 

•Inspected  ....  ....  78 

House  Drains  Tested  ....  47 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfected  ....  425 

Houses  and  Premises  Inspected  and  Revisited  ....  4328 

H ouse  to  House  Inspection  (Inspection  of  District 

Regulations,  1910)  ...  672 


Preliminary  Notices  Served  (Public  Health  Act, 

1875)  ....  ....  287 

Statutory  Notices  Served  (Public  Health  Act,  1875)  90 

Notices  Served  (Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc. 

Act,  1909)  ....  ....  71 

Notices  Served  requiring  Owners  to  execute 
Works  in  the  case  of  a House  to  which 
Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
etc.  Act,  1919,  applies  ....  20 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  22 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a) .  By  ..Owners  ....  19 

(b) .  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owner  0 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  under  consideration  3 

Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  (Restriction)  Act, 

1920- 

No.  of  Certificates  granted  by  Sanitary  Authority  3 
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Drainage  and  Sewage.  -The  whole  area  sewered, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Village  of  Groeswen.  and  a few  houses 
on  the  Graig  Side,  Nantgarw. 

Rivers  & Streams — Pollution  from  Collieries,  Refuse 
from  Washeries. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops.  -There  are 
75  Cowsheds  in  the  District  which  come  under  the  Dairies,  Cow- 
sheds and  Milkshops  Order,  There  has  been  much  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  the  Cowsheds  with  regard  to  floors,  drainage, 
lighting  and  ventilation,  which  has  been  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  the  Council’s  Regulations. 

Bakehouses.  There  are  29  Bakehouses,  situated  at  the 
following  places  : - 

Nelson  Ward  - 3 

Ystrad  Mynach  Ward  - 3 

Taff’s  Well  Ward  - - 3 

Senghei.ydd  Ward  - 4 

Abertridwr  Ward  - 4 

Caerphilly  North  Ward  - 5 

Caerphilly  South  Ward  - 7 

Common  Lodging  Houses — There  are  3 Lodging 
Houses  in  the  District,  situated  at  the  following  places  : — 

Nelson  Ward  - 1 

Caerphilly  North  Ward  - 2 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  5 private  Slaughter 
Houses  which  are  licensed,  situated  at  the  following  places  : — 
Nelson  Ward  - t 

Ystrad  Mynach  Ward  - 1 

Caerphilly  North  Ward  - 3 

There  are  2 Public  Slaughter  Houses.  1 at  Abertridwr  and  1 
at  Taff’s  Well. 

Scavenging. — The  Scavenging  of  the  following  Wards  is 
carried  out  by  direct  labour  : — 

Caerphilly  South  Ward 

District  No.  1 Caerphilly  North  Ward 

Llanbradach 

Senghenydd  and  Abertridwr  Wards. 

The  following  Wards  are  done  by  contract  : — 

Nelson  Ward 
Ystrad  Mynach 
Taff’s  Well  Ward 

District  No.  2 Caerphilly  North  Ward. 
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Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye- 
laws or  Regulations.  The  Cleansing  of  Footpaths  and  Pavements, 
Nuisances,  Common  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses, 
Offensive  Trades,  The  Removal  of  Offensive  or  Noxious  Matter, 
Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar  Structures  used  for  Human 
Habitation. 

Regulations,  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909,  The 
Public  Health  (Act)  Regulations,  1924,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Orders,  with  regard  to  Lighting,  Ventilation,  Cleansing, 
Diainage,  Water  Supply,  Cleanliness  of  Milk-stores  and  Milk- 
shops  and  Cleanliness  of  Milk-vessels. 

Other  Sanitary  Conditions.— Sanitary  environments  which 
have  received  attention  during  the  year  1925  : The  removal  of 

Vans,  Tents,  and  similar  structures  from  the  Rhos,  Caerphilly, 
and  Bungalows  built  on  land  end  of  Lawrence  Street,  Caerphilly, 
for  the  occupants. 

Schools. 

Overcrowding. 

Fitness  of  Houses— (a)  General  standard  of  Housing  in  the 
area  : Fairly  Good. 

(b)  General  character  of  the  defects:  Roofs, 
floors,  windows  without  cords  and  fasteners,  back  yards, 
flush  tanks,  troughing  and  downpipes. 

Water  Supply. 

Food. — Unsound  Food  condemned  and  destroyed: — 

Beef,  987  lbs. 

Corned  Beef,  13  Tins 
Tomatoes,  45  Tins 
Sardines,  9 Tins 
Salmon,  18  lbs. 

Tongue,  10  lbs. 

Haddock,  42  lbs. 

Milk,  40  Tins 
Pears,  15  Tins 
Raspberries,  4 Tins 
Lemons,  20  Boxes 
Loganberries,  7 Tins. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  only  offensive  trade  carried  on 
in  the  district  is  the  trade  of  a Fellmonger  at  Caerphilly.  These 
premises  were  inspected  several  times  during  the  year,  and  always 
found  as  clean  as  could  be  expected,  also  the  refuse  from  such 
premises  is  always  cleared  away  regularly. 


